The launch of the International Journal of Stroke, a new journal devoted to stroke, is a major event in the field. Of course, one may wonder whether a new publication on stroke is really necessary, in the new era of electronic communication, and with already two or three important journals being available in that specialty.
In fact, I am not convinced that there would be much space for a traditional journal devoted to publishing the usual scientific studies and case reports, such as in 'Stroke' or 'Cerebrovascular Diseases' . On the other hand, a modern, new, publication putting together clinical reviews and scientific updates by recognized experts, hot topics, congress summaries, regional and international information, and other 'stroke news' has a very promising niche in the professional world. This is particularly true with the recent developments and expansion of the International Stroke Society (ISS) of which the International Journal of Stroke will be the official publication. The ISS is aiming at improving stroke care in patients and stroke education for physicians and other professionals at a worldwide level. The ISS is the only non-governmental orga-nization officially recognized by WHO as representing stroke. It is now widely involved in developing countries with the mission to support and help local colleagues in handling health care issues associated with stroke, from patient management to political moves with authorities and governments. The International Journal of Stroke will be a major tool in supporting this mission. The creation of this journal is the result of cordial and productive negotiation between the ISS and Blackwell Publishing, which has enabled us to produce a publication of the highest quality and standards. The ISS is proud that the editorial leadership is a group of world leaders who are highly respected and recognized experts in their field. In the name of the ISS, I would like to thank Editor-in-Chief Geoffrey Donnan, and Associate Editors Conrado Estol, Lawrence Wong, Peter Rothwell and Andrei Alexandrov for their commitment, together with their ability to appoint a high level, representative, professional editorial board. Without any doubt, the International Journal of Stroke will fill a gap in the literature on cerebrovascular disease, and with its guidance in such good hands I am sure it will be successful.
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